
 AGENDA 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETING 

MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF PINCHER CREEK 
April 27, 2021 

via GoToMeeting 
9:00am 

1. Approval of Agenda

2. 9:00am to 10:00am – Atrum Coal Ltd

3. 10:00am to 11:00am – AVAIL LLP

4. 11:00am to 11:15am - Cornell Van Ryk – Coal Mining Concerns

5. Fire Response Bylaw
• Report from Director of Finance, dated April 21, 2021

6. Closed Session

a) Beaver Mines Project Update – FOIP Section 17
b) Waste Transfer Site Update – FOIP Section 17
c) 2020 Year End Discussion – Restricted vs Unrestricted – FOIP Section 19

7. Adjournment



As you know, a great deal has been said about mining in Alberta in recent days.  We’ve designed the
attached document to address the major questions and concerns raised by many Albertans.

Like all natural resource projects in Alberta, a coal mine brings opportunities, challenges and, above
all, the absolute requirement for strong public policy and a rigorous regulatory system to ensure
responsible development.

It is unfortunate that a widespread and sometimes heated conversation has unfolded across the
province before Albertans have even had a chance to learn what the opportunities and challenges
may be and how well-equipped public policy and regulatory system is to manage such projects
responsibly.

We’d very much like to support robust, well informed conversations among Albertans.  In our view,
this is the only way to develop a resource policy and regulations that will underpin responsible
development to deliver the environmental protections as well as the economic and social benefits
rightly sought by Albertans.

As an elected representative of your community, I would like to offer to meet with you.  A discussion
would allow me to hear your concerns directly, to answer your questions and those you are hearing
from your community and to tell you a little about the proposed Elan project. 

There is no substantive ask whatsoever.  Rather, we’d like to be part of the conversation based on
the facts – that is, the opportunities, challenges and benefits.  We will come to the table transparent
on the facts, forthright in our plans, positive in our participation and seeking win-win outcomes even
if that means agreeing to disagree.  At an absolute minimum, we will better understand your
questions and concerns and we hope you will better understand the facts of our project.  

As I write to you today, COVID-19 continues to take away the opportunity to meet in person.  Given
this, I’d like to ask if we can please schedule a one-hour conversation with you – and your colleagues
if possible – knowing that the full time may not be required? 

We’re happy to schedule the meeting at a time best for you.  A stand-alone conversation or joining
another regularly scheduled meeting would be most welcome.

Can you – or someone from your team – please reply to me with a proposed day and time? 
Alternatively, we will follow up via phone in about a week.

I look forward to the opportunity to meet with you.  Thank you very much.

Best Regards,

Andy Caruso
Managing Director and CEO
Atrum Coal Ltd.
Andy_Caruso_CEO@atrumcoal.com
Tel: +1 (403) 510 9270
www.atrumcoal.com

From: Shelbie Harkema <sharkema@atrumcoal.com>
Sent: April 21, 2021 2:51 PM
To: Brian Hammond <CouncilDiv4@mdpinchercreek.ab.ca>
Subject: Re: Questions and Concerns of Your Community

Reeve
Municipal District of Pincher Creek
PO Box 279, AB
T0K 1W0

Dear Reeve Brian Hammond,

My name is Andy Caruso.  I am CEO of Atrum Coal – the company seeking to develop the proposed 
Elan metallurgical coal project. 
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To MD of Pincher Creek Council 

Firstly, thank you for allowing me to participate in the Council 
Committee meeting on April 13, 2021. I also appreciate the 
opportunity to pose some of my concerns regarding the mines 
proposed in the Crowsnest Pass directly to the Riversdale 
presenters.  

Unfortunately, I did not anticipate the opportunity to ask questions 
and was not as prepared as I would have liked. The Riversdale 
presentation was very well done but provided only one side of  the 
debate and the proposed mine is not as innocuous as they would 
have us believe. 

Yes, they may be able to remove almost all of the selenium from 
the water they treat BUT the problem is that they won’t capture all 
the water they impact. Untreated water will be released to the 
watershed.  To put the challenge in perspective, during the life of 
the mine they will move overburden rock the equivalent to about  8 
times the amount of rock that is Frank Slide. We are expected to 
believe that in all conditions (remember the deluge in 1995) they 
will handle the water on the site. It works well in the lab, we are 
told. 

Riversdale made the point several times in their presentation that 
they would not be taking water from the creeks BUT when you 
remove surface runoff and groundwater before it gets to the creek 
you are effectively taking water away from the creek. They stated 
that the only water that is actually consumed (taken out of the 
watershed) is the water that leaves with the coal product BUT 
there was no mention of the evaporation from the storage ponds 
and the water sprayed for dust control. 

I could go on, but you get the picture.  In my view, the presentation 
was full of half truths and spin. 

I will continue to voice my concerns to Riversdale directly but there 
are 2 things I suggest  Council acts on: 

1. Engage an independent 3rd party consultant to design a
water quality monitoring program for the intake at the
Regional Water Treatment Facility. There should be a
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baseline study taken at all flow conditions and seasons to get a 
clear understanding of the current quality and then a monitoring 
program in place for when the mine begins operation. Relying 
on the potential polluter or on Alberta Environment for this 
monitoring would not be wise, in my opinion.  

 
2. Engage an independent 3rd party consultant to design a 

coal dust monitoring program for the MD. I believe we 
should have any required equipment and a monitoring program 
in place on day one of mine operation. 

 
Riversdale should be expected to pay for the consultants 
hired, any monitoring equipment and any costs associated 
with the ongoing monitoring.  
 
From an environmental perspective, what is proposed in the 
Crowsnest Pass is not good news for the MD of Pincher Creek. 
One only has to look at  what is going on in the Elk Valley to grow 
very concerned and the Crowsnest situation has the potential to  
be a lot worse. We are dealing with multiple corporations, historical 
contamination and corporations that do not have the technical or 
financial resources of a Teck. The potential jobs and economic 
activity generated by these mines is a good thing, but these are 
relatively short term and not worth the long term impact of these 
projects. 
 
Cornell Van Ryk 
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